-------------Forwarded Message-----------------

From:
"Arthur Schafer", INTERNET:(Removed)
To:
[unknown], healy_hergest

Date:
06/02/2008 03:25 PM

RE:
electro-shock therapy

Dear David,

I have been worried by reviews I'm reading about the new book, accusing you of a variety of academic sins (including, ironically, ghost authorship of your book by another psychiatrist; selective use of evidence; suppression of unfavourable data; conflict of interest). Since you and I have been campaigning against all of these evils for a very long time, I am distressed that others are trying to discredit you in this way.

Being ignorant of the facts, I am unable to join the debate.

Have you written any rebuttal to these allegations (e.g., the highly critical review of the book on Amazon.com)? Are you planning to publish rebuttals? Have you posted anything online? Do you have anything that you could share, at present, with friends and colleagues and, if you do, may we circulate this rebuttal material to others?

I do hope that you're bearing up well. Everyone who takes on the drug companies gets brutally smeared (not to say brutally sued), so I'm not surprised. But I feel disarmed by my own ignorance as to how best to reply. [Something similar happened, on a number of occasions with Nancy. I would read the smears against her - up to and including the grand smear by Shuchman - and would find them utterly damning. At the same time, I would know ab initio that they were based on lies and half-truths and distortions but would need help with the details and counter-arguments and would need a panoply of facts with which to counter the half-truths and outright falsehoods.

Thanks, Arthur
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From:
"Arthur Schafer", INTERNET:(Removed)
To:
"'David Healy'", healy_hergest

Date:
06/02/2008 12:59 PM

RE:
RE: electro-shock therapy

Oh, David, here we go again. I was upset with you and Carl for not replying to the slanders of that guy from the University of Pennsylvania and now your Olympian detachment from your critics again manifests itself.

I don't quite fall into the School of "sue their pants off"; but I do feel that you one owes a debt to history and to review reader, actual and possible, to set the record straight.

At all events, I am grateful that you took the trouble to reply to my worried queries. May I share your cryptic responses, at least with a few colleagues who have expressed interest? [As in: "Your friend Healy seems to be guilty of the sins he flays others for displaying."]

In solidarity, Arthur

Ps: I will buy a copy of the book in the spring, when I will have time to read it. No need to send one.
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From:
Aubrey Blumsohn, INTERNET:(Removed)
To:
David Healy, healy_hergest

Date:
07/02/2008 18:12 PM

RE:
Re:Ben Goldacre/ ECT

I'm not so sure you are right David.

Anyway please don't think I'm being condescending, or attacking you in any way, but I am going to respond.

I think we know where each of us is coming from well enough to allow me to respond without worrying about the niceties.

I wonder whether you miscalculated? I think you may have. I also think from your

response that you are feeling quite hurt/defensive about this.

This is going to turn into a mess - not in the pages of the NEJM but on the internet, in Pitt et al's muck stirring, on Drugwonks. I'm not sure that doesn't matter these days. I think it matters more than the NEJM in a way.

I am fairly indifferent/ignorant on the ECT issue (not altogether indifferent though - I have an anecdote … )

I have not read the book - but I think that matters not one jot.

The ECT issue (is ECT good or bad?) is not what is going to hurt here.

I can see how this is going to play.

And I don't like it.

Whatever the rights and wrongs of the book, you have provided a nice loophole for attack. And the loophole is not "ECT good/bad". I do think that somehow you need to close it.
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